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She leads kindergartners on tours on the 
fi rst day of school, chaperones fi eld trips, 
coordinates the yearbook, decorates class-
room bulletin boards, reads with students, 
and helps organize the sixth-grade culture 
fair.

She runs the craft table on fi eld day, 
makes decorations for school concerts, 
serves as the school’s PTA parent liai-
son, and helps organize a refreshment 
reception for honored students and their 
families at monthly “Excellent Eagles” 
assemblies. 

She volunteers two days a week in her 
sixth-grade daughter’s classroom correct-
ing student work, preparing projects, and 
tutoring students. Even on days she is not 
assigned to volunteer, she is seen around 
school snapping photos for the yearbook 
or offering to help other teachers run cop-
ies or complete projects.

And the list goes on.

In his letter nominating Tina Paine for 
Volunteer of the Year, Woodland Elemen-
tary Principal Eric Molver wrote in part, 
“Over the many years that I have been 
involved in education, I have worked with 
many talented and generous individu-
als … She is the best of the best … Tina 
provides the gift of her time.”

Paine averages 20 hours a week — the 
equivalent of a part-time job — as a 
school volunteer. By mid-year, she had 
already logged nearly 500 hours.

District recognizes 
school volunteers
Each year the Puyallup School District 
recognizes an elementary and a sec-
ondary school volunteer, as well as a 
volunteer coordinator, for outstanding 
contributions to children.

The honorees are chosen from nomina-
tions submitted by school employees, 
students, parents, and other community 
members.

This year’s recipients, who are among 
more than 5,200 volunteers districtwide, 
are:
• Jim Kerl, Volunteer of the Year, 

Puyallup High School.
• Tina Paine, Volunteer of the Year, 

Woodland Elementary School.
• Charlene Shindle, Volunteer 

Coordinator of the Year, Fruitland 
Elementary School (see article on 
page 3).

The Puyallup School Board honored 
each of the winners during a special 
recognition at the April 11 board meet-
ing. Each of the honorees received an 
engraved plaque.

The principal from each school where 
the volunteers serve also received a 
plaque bearing the name of this year’s 
Volunteer of the Year or Volunteer Coor-
dinator of the Year.

Woodland parent gives ‘gift of her time’

Her dedication to the school and its stu-
dents has earned her this year’s Volunteer 
of the Year award at the elementary level. 
The Puyallup School Board presented 
her with an engraved plaque earlier this 
month.

Molver cited several examples of how 
Paine helps students in need.
 
Last year, for example, she and her hus-
band, Glen, donated $500 to pay for the 
entire fi fth-grade class to participate in an 
end-of-the-year trip to the movies. They 
have also provided pizzas for class parties 

and gifts for events such as bingo night.

Even more compelling, he said, is what 
she did this year to help a student in need. 
The student had a three-ring binder that 
was falling apart.

“Tina showed up in the classroom and 
handed him a new binder,” Molver said. 
“No one asked Tina to do this; she just 
took care of it. What is most compelling 
to me is that Tina even noticed this issue 
in the fi rst place. This action embodies all 

Volunteer of the Year Tina Paine helps Woodland Elementary sixth 
graders (from left) Alycia Baker, Cade Barrett, and Carly Baker with 
a science project.

Engineer and musician shares
skills with high school students
Jim Kerl is there for early morning jazz 
practices, sometimes before the sun rises, 
joking with students while at the same 
time demanding their best.

He is also there after sundown, direct-
ing the student musicians in a concert 
or teaching Robotics Club students how 
to build and program a battery-powered 
robot.

A professional musician and skilled engi-
neering technician, Kerl spends countless 
hours sharing his talents and knowledge 
with Puyallup High School students.

His dedication has earned him this year’s 
Volunteer of the Year award at the junior 
high and high school level.

Kerl directs the school’s 10-member Large 
Jazz Combo, which performs at school 
concerts and in the community.

He also coaches the Puyallup High Robot-
ics Club, “Horns of Havoc,” which won 
fi rst place last month in the 2011 First 
Robotics Competition Olympic Regional 
event in Seattle. The club advances to the 
world robotics championship later this 
month in Missouri.

Kerl works with the Large Jazz Combo for 
two hours every Wednesday morning. He 
teaches students the art of improvisation 
and encourages them not just to play, but 
to feel the music.

“If you aren’t into it, the audience won’t 
Volunteer of the Year Jim Kerl coaches the award-winning Puyallup 
High School Robotics Club as students put the fi nishing touches on 
a mini robot for a regional competition.
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A Rogers High School senior and a coun-
selor at Sunrise and Mt. View elementary 
schools are this year’s recipients of the 
student and educator Citizen of the Year 
awards.

The annual award, presented by Com-
munities In Schools of Puyallup (CISP), 
recognizes students and educators who 
have a passion for service to their com-
munity.

Kylah Williams is this year’s Student 
Citizen of the Year. She has been an 
active participant in the school district’s 
March Gladness community service 
program and is also involved in commu-
nity service and leadership activities at 
Rogers High. Counselor Bev Showacy is 
the Educator Citizen of the Year. Show-
acy also is dedicated to service both in 
schools and in the community. 

Educator Citizen of the Year 
Bev Showacy (left) and Student 
Cit izen of  the Year Kylah 
Williams.
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Committee work is vital to long-range plans 

A reflection on educational priorities
Every day, you and I are bombarded by 
the media’s accounts of threatened and 
actual school program cuts and job losses 
by state legislatures throughout our nation. 
In the 35 school districts in Pierce, King, 
and Bainbridge Island and 295 districts 
statewide, a variety of fi scal accountabil-
ity and budget balancing practices have 
been under way for several years in some 
districts in the state. 

Again, the elected Washington State 
Legislature is neglecting and consistently 
retreating on its promise to fully fund 
the public school system over the next 
two years. In fact, the state has reversed 
its current 2010-11 school year funding 
promise to the school districts by retroac-
tively reducing revenue for K-4 staffi ng 
back to September 1, 2010. In Puyallup, 
this retroactive “clawback” was not a fu-
ture cut for which we could have planned.  
Rather, the reduction required the district 
to cut nearly $2 million and would have 
reduced approximately 23 positions in the 
current year. Of course, staff had already 
been hired contractually so no one lost 
their job mid-year, and classroom enroll-
ments will remain constant and at reason-
able levels for the rest of this school year. 
However, with the legislative threat of a 
continuance of budget reductions to K-4 
staff funding over the next two years, 
class size in kindergarten through grade 
four will increase to historically high 
levels. We will see class size increases in 
grades fi ve through 12 as well.           

In addition to increasing class size, the 
district will need to make a number of 

other cuts to make up for the loss of $6.5 
million for the next school year. With 
the loss of federal stimulus funding, we 
have proposed in the draft budget to delay 
or reduce our Title I/Title II-D services, 
which provide funds for supplementary
reading and math services for struggling 
students, training for staff, and special 
education services.  The draft budget 
also proposes reducing highly capable 
programs to more closely align with state 
funding, eliminating central offi ce admin-
istrative and classifi ed support positions, 
and using a portion of the district’s fund 
balance to defer some of the K-4 reduc-
tions by one year. Recently, the March 
17 revenue projections identifi ed that the 
budget gap has widened by approximately 
$700 million. These new dire revenue 
forecasts have not identifi ed any new re-
ductions to K-12 education at the time of 
this writing, but we do believe it is likely 
that all school districts must brace for the 
worst possible fi nancial scenarios over the 
next two years. 

Although the recommended budget has 
not been fi nalized, I plan to suggest that 
the district continue the many programs 

and staffi ng levels that families expect in 
our district.

In addition to the aforementioned cuts, 
some of my budget recommendations may 
also include:
• Continuing to offer fi fth- and sixth-

grade band and orchestra. Keep 
intact the district’s Advancement Via 
Individual Determination (AVID) 
program, Advanced Placement, 
Puyallup Accelerated Gifted Education 
(PAGE) program, and QUEST 
program for highly capable students.

• Continuing to support struggling 
students using interventions and 
tutoring supplied by staff and 
volunteers.

• Maintaining or keeping athletic fees at 
their current levels.

• Continuing transportation services at 
the current level.

• Planning for signifi cantly increased 
fuel and utilities costs. 

• Eliminating discretionary in-state and 
out-of-state travel.

State funding for the Puyallup School 
District has decreased by more than $30 mil-
lion over the last seven years, and we expect 
reductions of $8 to $10 million, possibly 
more, over the next two years.  Planning for 
these reductions is extremely diffi cult work, 
but it is work that must be done. I will be fi -
nalizing my budget recommendations within 
the next few weeks and will be presenting 
them to the board of directors at its fi rst 
public hearing on June 27.  

There is a substantial amount of work 
going on in the district right now in terms 
of long-range impact to our community 
and students, and we are excited about the 
results that will come forth.

A committee with considerable commu-
nity interest is the Grade Level Confi gu-
ration Committee. The school board has 
chartered this committee to study whether 
we should change from our current 
seventh- through ninth-grade junior high 
school model to a middle school con-
fi guration containing grades six through 
eight. Our high schools would then serve 
grades nine through 12. Given the public 
interest in this topic and the extensive 
work required to complete the study, the 
committee’s charter was recently modi-
fi ed to give members an extra year to do 
their research and submit a fi nal report. 
The new completion date of March 2013 
should give the committee ample time to 
fi nish its study. 

This committee was initiated because of 
the need to consider what is best for stu-
dents. Most of the districts in the state of 
Washington use this grade confi guration 
model, and there are compelling reasons 
to consider it. At the top of the list is that 
post-graduate institutions review a high 
school transcript that includes grades nine 
through 12. Given our current confi gura-
tion, ninth graders are restricted due to 
limited offerings on our junior high cam-
puses in many areas including math, sci-
ence, languages, and career and technical 
education, to name a few. The availability 

of in-depth and articulated offerings in 
these subjects allows our comprehensive 
high schools to provide full-sequence 
course work to all high school students, 
giving them necessary academic challeng-
es. Comprehensive high schools also offer 
a myriad of extracurricular activities, in-
cluding artistic groups, athletic teams, and 
interest clubs. These activities enhance a 
student’s portfolio and are considered by 
post-secondary institutions when evaluat-
ing college-bound applicants.

As I mentioned earlier, the Grade Level 
Confi guration Committee’s work is very 
important and has long-range ramifi ca-
tions. Our district is anticipated to grow 
by several thousand students through the 
mid-2020s, and new schools will need to 
be constructed. If this growth takes place, 
and there is no reason to think otherwise, 

the committee’s work will undergird 
important decisions that we, as a board, 
need to make in terms of how we will 
house students in our growing district. 
Any facilities proposed through future 
bond and capital levy elections will need 
to be identifi ed as to whether elementary 
or secondary facilities are built. We want 
to make sure that any decision made is 
sound and based on what is the best for 
our students and their families.

We are excited that the committee’s 
work is taking place and look forward to 
interim progress reports as its 15 members 
review data and best practices, and then 
deliberate ideas and options. We also ask 
you — the citizens and our students, the 
real benefactors of this work — to stay 
involved and informed as the work of the 
committee progresses.

Citizens of the Year announced



Students excel in 
state competitions
From journalism to debate, and culinary 
arts to robotics, individual and student 
clubs and groups from throughout the 
district have recently won state contests 
and advanced to national competitions.

In addition to many high school state 
champions, four elementary students 
are winners in the annual state PTA 
Refl ections contest. One of them, Zeiger 
Elementary student CJ Robinson, won a 
top honor and advanced to the national 
PTA Refl ections contest.

Read more about all of the student state 
winners and view photos on the district 
website.
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A copy of the 2011-12 draft budget is 
available on the district website.

To view the draft spending plan, visit 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Near the up-
per-right corner of the Home page, click 
links in the 2011-12 Budget box.

Details about the proposed spending 
plan are also included in Superintendent 
Tony Apostle’s column on page 2 of this 
issue of Connections.

Apostle will review comments made at 
budget feedback forums last month as 
he prepares his recommended budget in 
May.

The fi rst of two public hearings on the 
recommended budget begins at 5:30 p.m. 
on Monday, June 27 at Ballou Junior 
High School. A second public hearing 
will be held in August.

The school board is required by law to 
adopt a budget by August 31.

2011-12 draft budget  
on district website

Junior high and high school students 
enrolled in Algebra 1 or Geometry will 
take end-of-course math exams in those 
classes for the fi rst time this spring.

Parent meetings are scheduled the last 
week of April to discuss the new end-
of-course exams. Meeting dates and 
locations are on the district website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Testing lasts three days for each subject 
and will be given in class between 
May 23 and June 9. A schedule show-
ing when the tests will be given at each 
school is on the district website.

Students who took Algebra 1 or Geom-
etry in previous years will take an “Al-
gebra Makeup 1” or “Geometry Makeup 
2” end-of-course exam. Makeup tests 
will be given on one day per subject.

The end-of-course exams, as required 
by state law, replace the math section of 
the High School Profi ciency Exam for 
students in grades seven through 12 who 
are enrolled in Algebra 1 or Geometry.

For more information on state testing 
and graduation requirements, visit the 
state Offi ce of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction website at 
www.k12.wa.us/resources.

To view a full-year testing calendar for 
all grades in the Puyallup School Dis-
trict, visit the district website.

End-of-course math 
exams begin in May

High school students help craft strategic plan
The task is daunting, but Puyallup High 
senior Jacob Rhoades and students from 
the district’s other three high schools say 
they are up for the challenge.

Rhoades is one of eight high school 
students serving on a team with more than 
50 parents, educators, and community 
members. The group is developing a long-
range strategic plan to guide the district 
through the next decade.

The Vision 2020 team, led by facilitator 
and local consultant Tana Hasart, has been 
meeting monthly since January and is 
scheduled to present its recommendations 
to the Puyallup School Board in June.

The district’s strategic plan lays the 
groundwork for the more specifi c “Stra-
tegic Directions” — annual goals estab-
lished by the Puyallup School Board.

Team members have spent considerable 
time in small groups the past three months 
writing and rewriting drafts of revised 
mission and vision statements. This 
month, they will hone in on the district’s 
belief statements and strategic directions.

“It’s quite a lot to get through, but I think 
the team is doing a great job,” Rhoades 
said. The 17-year-old said he is espe-
cially pleased with the team’s progress in 
reaching a consensus last month on three 
possible revisions to the district’s mission 
statement.

The district’s overall mission — its purpose 
as an educational community — guides 
employees daily as they work with more 
than 21,500 students. Puyallup is the ninth 
largest school district in the state.

Like many other students on the team, 
Rhoades said he is passionate about the 

process of developing a core mission that 
speaks clearly to students and adults.

“It has to be simple and to the point,” he 
said. “I think we have accomplished that.”

Walker High School senior and team 
member Toni Johnson said she appreci-
ated hearing educators and the community 
explain their reasoning for including, or 
not including, certain words in the mission 
statement.

“Comments tonight gave me a whole new 
perspective on what it means for students, 
including students with special needs, to 
reach their potential,” she said after last 
month’s meeting.

South Hill Mall Manager and team 
member David Montevideo agreed with 
students that the mission statement should 

be concise. “It needs to be short, and it 
needs to be strong.”

Montevideo said developing a strategic 
plan has opened his eyes to how students, 
educators, law enforcement, parents, 
and other community members view 
the school district’s role in educating 
students.

In addition to studying the district’s mis-
sion, vision, belief statements, and strate-
gic directions, the Vision 2020 team has 
spent time during each meeting hearing 
educators present information about the 
Puyallup School District.

Topics have ranged from an overview of 
the district’s Offi ce of Diversity Affairs 
and Human Resources departments, to an 
outline of local and state assessments that 
measure student learning.

High school students from throughout the district discuss mission 
and vision statements during a recent Vision 2020 team meeting.

As coordinator of Fruitland Elementary 
School’s 250-plus volunteers, Charlene 
Shindle helps people like parent Andrea 
Irby feel successful and valued.

“I can’t tell you how many times she has 
helped me, whether it’s showing me how 
to run the copy machine or directing me 
where the supplies are located,” Irby said. 
“She always has a smile and is so kind. 
She is always ready to help.”

Shindle’s exceptional work in coordi-
nating Fruitland Elementary School’s 
volunteer program for the past decade 
has earned her this year’s Award of Merit 
as the 2011 Volunteer Coordinator of the 
Year.

The school board presented Shindle with 
an engraved plaque several weeks ago 
before an audience of supporters, includ-
ing her family and colleagues.

Shindle makes sure each volunteer has a 
completed volunteer application on fi le 
and a photo name badge to wear around 
the building. She also orients them to the 
school and talks with them about their 
interests in an attempt to match them with 
volunteer activities they will enjoy.

One of her veteran parent volunteers, 
Tracey Maratas, helps by making sure all 
new volunteers watch a training video pre-
pared by the school district.

“We try to give volunteers any support we 
can so they feel comfortable the fi rst time 
they walk in to volunteer,” Shindle said.

Shindle also tallies all of the volunteer 
hours each month and reports the total to 
the district’s Communications department, 
which oversees the volunteer and partner-
ships programs. Fruitland Elementary 

volunteers serve between 375 and 450 
hours every month. 

“They are so important to making the 
school run smoothly,” Shindle said. “They 
work with students on reading and math, 
help with art projects and bulletin boards, 
go on fi eld trips, and do photocopying. 
Their work with the children is so impor-
tant.”

Fruitland Elementary has 570 students en-
rolled this year. As the school enrollment 
has grown, so has the need for volunteers.

Five years ago, Shindle was involved in 
the school’s debut of a Watch D.O.G.S. 
(Dads of Great Students) program. Watch 
D.O.G.S. encourages male role models to 
help in the schools.

“The kids really love it when the dads 

come out on the playground,” Shindle 
said. “And the dads really enjoy volun-
teering with the kids.”

This is Shindle’s 24th year as a play-
ground supervisor and her 10th year as 
a volunteer coordinator. Before that, she 
worked one year as a playground supervi-
sor at Waller Road Elementary, preceded 
by several years as a substitute playground 
supervisor.

She is the mother of two sons, both of 
whom attended Fruitland Elementary and 
graduated from Puyallup High School in 
the 1990s.

In addition to keeping an eye on students 
on the playground, Shindle monitors the 

continued on page 6

Fruitland Elementary Volunteer Coordinator Charlene Shindle (right)  
discusses monthly volunteer hours with parent Andrea Irby.

Volunteer coordinator wins Award of Merit
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The Puyallup School District is home to 
two state championship athletic teams, 
four individual state title winners, four 
academic state champions, and fi ve 
coaches of the year — all achieved during 
the winter sports season.

Student athletes, as well as their coaches, 
received standing ovations and cheers 
from several hundred people in the audi-
ence at last month’s Puyallup School 
Board meeting.

“This past winter season will be remem-
bered by many as one of the great seasons 
in the Puyallup School District,” said Rick 
Wells, director of athletics, health, and 
fi tness. 

The Rogers High Special Olympics bas-
ketball team, coached by Ben Riippi and 
Sue Williams, won gold during the 2011 
Special Olympics Washington Winter 
Games last month in Wenatchee.

The gold medal victory followed a 
three-game sweep and gold-medal win 

Student athletes win numerous state championships 
at the regional tournament last month in 
Bremerton.

The Emerald Ridge High School bowling 
team, coached by Alan McCormack, won 
its third consecutive state title.

The bowling team has never lost a game 
in the past three years, combining for an 
impressive 51-0 record for regular season, 
post-season, and tournament play.

Emerald Ridge High junior Courtney 
Couch also won the individual girls 
bowling title for the state of Washington. 
This is the second year in a row that an 
Emerald Ridge High student has won the 
individual bowling title. Last year, bowler 
Shannon Dexter nabbed fi rst place.

The Puyallup School District was well 
represented on the medal podium for girls 
bowling this year. The Rogers High girls 
bowling team fi nished second in state and 
Puyallup High School came in fi fth place.

The female bowlers also topped the medal podium in the individual standings, with 
Rogers High and Puyallup High taking 
second and third place respectively.

Other individual state champions include: 
Emerald Ridge High sophomore Eliza-
beth Clemens, who won the beam event 
in gymnastics; Rogers High senior Kylah 
Williams, who claimed victory in the 
171-pound weight class in girls wrestling; 
and Rogers High junior Joey Palmer, who 
won state in the 125-pound weight class in 
boys wrestling.

The winter season’s coaches of the year, 
who are selected by their peers in the 
South Puget Sound League (SPSL) or 
other regional or statewide organizations, 
are Bobbi Jones, Emerald Ridge High 
Girls Gymnastics; Alan McCormack, 
Emerald Ridge High Girls Bowling; Cody 
Meek and Jim Meyerhoff, Emerald Ridge 
High Boys Wrestling; and Tom Tripple, 
Rogers High Girls Wrestling.

Wells also shared with the school board 
that Sandy Monaghan, of Puyallup High, 
was named the SPSL Cross Country 
Coach of the Year during the fall sports 
season. 

Wells said he is particularly impressed 
with the four athletic teams and activ-
ity groups that earned Class 4A “State 
Academic Champion” awards during the 
winter season.

Teams are selected for the honor based 
on their combined team or group grade 
point averages. They include the Rogers 
High gymnastics team and choir, Puyallup 
High band, and Emerald Ridge High girls 
wrestling team.

Several teams also won SPSL sportsman-
ship awards. Those teams, as well as other 
team and individual accomplishments, are 
included in the winter sports summary on 
the district website.

Construction will begin in early June on 
track and fi eld improvements at Emerald 
Ridge High School.

The improvement project includes replac-
ing the grass football and soccer fi eld with 
artifi cial turf; adding a scoreboard, sound 
system, and lights; resurfacing and restrip-
ing the track; and doubling the bleacher 
capacity.

Most of the work is scheduled to be com-
pleted by mid-August in time for the start 
of football practice.

The Puyallup School Board unanimously 
agreed in February with a Bond Oversight 
Committee recommendation to spend $2.5 
million to upgrade the high school’s track 
and fi eld.

Improvements will be funded through 
state matching funds collected through 
the voter-approved 2004 school bond 
measure. State law requires that matching 
funds be used for capital, or construction-
related, projects.

“By doing this project now with avail-
able funds, the district will be able to take 
advantage of low construction costs and 
receive the best value for its dollar that 
has been seen for many years,” said Rudy 
Fyles, executive director of education sup-
port and operations.

The newly upgraded track and fi eld will 
be used by Emerald Ridge High School 
students, as well as athletic teams from 
neighboring schools including Rogers 
High and Glacier View and Ferrucci 
junior highs, said Rick Wells, the school 

district’s director of athletics, health, and 
fi tness.

When not in use by district schools, the 
track and fi eld will be open to the commu-
nity, Wells said.

One of the major components of the 
improvement project is a new synthetic 
artifi cial turf fi eld surface, similar to 
the Sparks Stadium fi eld in downtown 
Puyallup.

It will replace a grass fi eld, which Wells 
said has divots, is missing grass in places, 
and is prone to puddles and other standing 
water problems during rainy weather.

“It’s wet and thread-bare in places, and it 
needs constant repair,” Wells said.

The new turf is designed to be used 
year-round and will have a drain system 
installed, said Mike Meadows, director of 
construction.

“This type of surface holds up real well, 
and maintenance over the long haul will 
be much less,” Meadows said.

Wells said he anticipates junior varsity 
and varsity girls soccer teams, as well as 
junior varsity football teams, will play 
all of their games on the new turf. Var-
sity football will use the upgraded fi eld 

for practice only, he said.

The improvement project also includes 
an artifi cial turf warm-up area, as well 
as upgrades to the long-jump and triple-
jump runways; shot put throwing pad 
and landing areas; high-jump area; and 
jump pits.

The existing black rubber track will be 
resurfaced and restriped, as lines have 
faded since the school opened 11 years 
ago. “The basic track is still in good 
shape,” Meadows said. “We are basi-
cally recoating what’s already there.”
 
Other improvements include the:
• Installation of a digital scoreboard, 

similar to but smaller than the one at 
Sparks Stadium.

• Installation of a sound system. 
• Addition of 560 to 720 home team 

aluminum bleachers on the north side 
of the fi eld. The uncovered bleachers 
will be in addition to the 560 seats 
on the opposite side of the fi eld. A 
scorer’s box may also be built on top 
of the bleachers. 

• Installation of light fi xtures, 
providing track and fi eld night 
lighting. Plans are to reduce glare 
from the lights by constructing 
fi xtures with blinder-type devices, 
Fyles said.

“We’re so excited about the opportu-
nities these upgrades will create for 
the students at Emerald Ridge and for 
families throughout our district,” said 
Principal Brian Lowney.

Emerald Ridge High track and fi eld to get upgrades

The Emerald Ridge High bowling team, coached by Alan McCormack, 
won its third consecutive state title. Member Courtney Couch (holding 
trophy) also won the individual girls bowling title.

Senior John Mahaffi e clears a hurdle during Emerald Ridge High track 
practice. The track will be resurfaced and restriped this summer. 

The Rogers High Special Olympics basketball team, coached by Ben 
Riippi and Sue Williams, won gold during the 2011 Special Olympics 
Winter Games.
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Thousands serve community during March Gladness

Ferrucci Builder’s Club does year-round community service
For the Ferrucci Junior High Builder’s 
Club, the season of giving to others lasts 
throughout the year.

The club started seven years ago as a 
result of a classroom project in which 
students were required to come up with 
an idea that would positively impact their 
community. The idea was inspired by the 
fi lm “Pay It Forward.” 

In the beginning, the class focused on 
ways to improve the appearance of the 
school through efforts such as cleaning 
fl ower beds and adding beauty bark. 

The purpose was to help students develop 
a sense of pride in their school, under-
stand the importance of giving back 
to their community, and build on their 
self-esteem and sense of accomplishment, 
said teacher Baron Coleman. Coleman 
and teacher Katie Loran are the club’s 
co-advisers.

Today, that classroom project has grown 
into the Ferrucci Builder’s Club, a com-
munity service group.

Students, parents, educators, and com-
munity members have been meeting since 
fall to study the district’s counseling 
program and services, junior high and 
high school grading practices, alternative 
education, and grade level confi guration.

Meeting summaries and committee 
progress reports are posted on the district 
website. A summary of all four commit-
tees is also featured in a news article on 
the website. 

Review K-12 counseling
program and services

The Counseling Services and Program 
Review Committee is chartered with 
“examining current counseling services 
and programs across the district noting 
strengths and areas of need in meet-
ing the diverse needs of all Puyallup 
students.”

The committee has surveyed students, 
teachers, counselors, parents, and com-
munity members and analyzed their 
feedback about the district’s counseling 
program.

The club is sponsored by 
the Kiwanis Club of Daf-
fodil Valley. It became part 
of the nationally recognized 
Builder’s Club with the 
support of Peggy Burrough, 
a retired Puyallup School 
District music teacher and 
Kiwanis Club member.

The 80 seventh, eighth, and 
ninth graders in the Build-
er’s Club have organized 
numerous projects, serving 
both their school and the 
greater community. 

Last October, the club 
collected more than 6,000 
items during an annual coat 
and blanket drive. Students 
donated the items to a local shelter for bat-
tered women.

Students also supported low-income families 
during the holiday season by collecting more 
than 7,000 food items and $1,500 in cash. This 
effort was in addition to a schoolwide Decem-

ber food drive called “Project Snowfl ake.”

The club’s partnership with the local 
Kiwanis Club has opened the door to even 
more opportunities to give back. 

In December, the Builder’s Club joined 

the Kiwanis Club for an evening of carol-
ing at the Linden Grove Retirement Cen-
ter. They also partnered to feed people in 
need during a “Seeds of Change” dinner 
organized through the Edgewood Com-
munity Food Bank.

Last month, as part of the school 
district’s March Gladness Community 
Service campaign, the club sponsored its 
second annual Cops vs. Teachers charity 
basketball game. Proceeds went to the 
Edgewood Community Food Bank and 
the Kiwanis Children’s Cancer Pro-
gram to fund a research grant at Seattle 
Children’s Hospital.

Last year, the club raised more than 
$3,000 at the charity basketball game for 
the Lakewood and Pierce County Fallen 
Offi cers Fund.

Ninth grader Dani Lopez said the club’s 
purpose is simple — to help others.

“We are trying to make things better so 
people in our community have a better 
life,” she said.

Review grading practices
in grades 7-12

The purpose of the Secondary Grading 
Practices Committee is to “analyze second-
ary grading practices to identify current 
practices and/or strategies that may need to 
be eliminated or adopted to better support 
the learning of each student in Puyallup.”

Members have been crafting a draft grad-
ing policy and regulation to include in its 
fi nal report planned for June. Junior high 
and high school teachers and administra-
tors have also been surveyed about current 
district grading practices.

Examine the alternative
education program 

This is the second year of the Alternative 
Education Committee. The committee 
is examining and identifying alternative 
education options “that will expand student 
opportunities and eliminate barriers like 
time, location, and scheduling.”

A panel of four Walker High School stu-
dents spoke to the committee in February 

and shared individual and personal view-
points about their experiences at Walker 
High, the district’s alternative high school. 
The committee has also surveyed more 
than 1,200 students who receive different 
varieties of alternative education. 

Explore a K-5, 6-8, and 9-12 grade
level confi guration

The Grade Level Confi guration Commit-

tee is charged with identifying advan-
tages, challenges, barriers, and options 
for overcoming barriers to implementing 
schools in a K-5, 6-8, 9-12 grade span 
confi guration.

In February, Superintendent Tony Apostle 
agreed with the committee’s request for 
more time to complete its study. Apostle 
extended the group’s fi nal reporting dead-
line to March 2013.

More than 10,000 students districtwide served their community during the sixth annual March Gladness event, 
coordinated by Communities In Schools of Puyallup. Photos (from left): Mt. View Elementary students Taylor 
Howell, Daley Krantz, and Miranda Gooler helped organize a pet food and supply drive for the Puyallup Animal 
Shelter. Puyallup High students Autumn Fenz, Julie Patten, and Nate Englund helped record children’s books 
for struggling elementary school readers.  Emerald Ridge High student Azaria Evans and fellow Interact and 
Key club members led a coat drive for area families in need. Read more about this year’s March Gladness 
projects and view more photos on the district website.

Eighth graders Jared Balthis and Colleen Kennedy take a math test 
at Edgemont Junior High School. 

Studies continue on grading, 
counseling, and other initiatives

Ferrucci Junior High students (from left) 
Jordanne Laky and Justine Smith display items 
collected in a recent food drive.
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that is great about being a Volunteer of 
the Year nominee — her compassion, 
leadership, generosity, teamwork, and 
personality are all top rated.”

Numerous other school employees who 
nominated Paine for the award describe 
her as organized, effi cient, and someone 
who has a special gift for working with 
students.

“Tina’s giving is always with the benefi t 
of the students in mind,” said teacher 
Rilla Mattson. “She wants to make sure 
that each student feels special.”

Sixth-grade teacher Melissa Segers, 
whose classroom Paine volunteers in 
twice a week this year, said, “In my 20 
years of teaching in the Puyallup School 
District, I have never known a parent 
volunteer as generous with her time and 
resources as Tina Paine…She is the rare 
kind of individual who sees what needs 
to be done and does it.”

Paine recently spent a morning in 
Segers’ classroom helping students 
measure the density of objects. The 
project involved fi rst weighing objects 
on a scale, then dropping them into 
water beakers. She guided and encour-
aged them as they measured objects, 
recorded their results, and wiped up 
water spills.

Paine has been volunteering since her 
daughter, Kylie, started kindergarten 
seven years ago. Her nephew also at-
tends Woodland Elementary and has 
been in the same classes with Kylie 
throughout elementary school.

When her daughter was in fi rst grade, 
Paine said she had to stop volunteer-
ing long enough to undergo a series of 
chemotherapy treatments for cancer.

“You have a new outlook on life after 
something like that, so I just try to 
enjoy every minute,” she said. “I enjoy 
volunteering because I like helping 
people. The students and the staff are 
amazing, and I enjoy being around the 
kids, probably because I’m a big kid at 
heart myself.”

be either,” he said during a recent practice 
session.

The father of two has played trumpet 
since age 10. After college, he became a 
professional musician, recording music 
and traveling with a 10-piece show band 
through the United States, Canada, and the 
Bahamas.

Since settling in Puyallup 20 years ago, 
Kerl has been giving trumpet lessons one 
night a week and leads two bands — a 
17-piece big band that plays throughout 
the Puget Sound, and an 11-piece “swing-
ing ‘60s” band that performs at area clubs, 
weddings, and corporate events.

“As a jazz professional, Jim brings valid-
ity and years of musical experience to 
members of the ensemble,” said Puyallup 
High Band Director Eric Ryan. “They are 
an elite group and, under his direction, 
have become a very professional-sounding 
ensemble.”

Kerl is quick to stop students in the mid-
dle of a song to point out missed notes, 
late entries, or incorrect timing.

“The kids know that I expect a lot out of 
them,” Kerl said. “I am a professional 
musician, and I expect them to be on time 
and to play to the best of their ability. It’s 

hard to get those same expectations from a 
large group, so it’s nice to be able to focus 
on each student in the smaller setting.”

Student musicians recently played a con-
cert with the Eastern Washington Univer-
sity Jazz Band and have upcoming appear-
ances at Puyallup’s Meeker Days.

Last November, Kerl also helped orga-
nize the school’s fi rst-ever Jazz Combo 
Festival.

As the Robotics Club coach, Kerl has an 

continued from page 1

opportunity to share the math, science, 
engineering, and technology skills he 
learned during four years of electronics 
training in the Air Force, as well as nearly 
20 years of work as a biomedical engi-
neering technician at Multicare Tacoma 
General Hospital.

“He has brought his leadership, energy, 
knowledge, and industry contacts to work 
with Puyallup High School team mem-
bers,” said club adviser and high school 
teacher Ken Shamblin. “He has a great 
knowledge base on how to work with 
machinery.”

Among other things, students have learned 
how to use a drill press, lathe, band saw, 
and mill. They build, program, and test 
their battery-operated robot at Stewart 
Middle School as part of the Tacoma 
Robotics Alliance, where high school ro-
botics teams work in a shop area no longer 
used by the school.

Students use math, science, computer 
programming, and engineering skills, as 
well as teamwork and problem-solving, to 
build robots, Kerl said.

Kerl is not new to volunteering in Puyal-
lup schools. He and his wife, Julie, vol-
unteered for nine years with the Puyallup 
Family Co-op when their son and daugh-
ter were in elementary school. His son, 
Cameron, plays trombone in the Large 
Jazz Combo and is also involved in the 
Robotics Club. 

continued from page 1

Woodland parent 
wins volunteer honor

school bus drop-off and pick-up area. 
She also works in classrooms that need 
extra help and routinely helps teachers 
who need photocopies made or other 
projects completed in the workroom.

Each spring during Volunteer Apprecia-
tion Week, Shindle does something spe-
cial for the volunteers, such as holding 
a tea in their honor or presenting them 
with a small gift. Last year, she handed 
out a printed collection of the staff’s 
favorite recipes.

“She is very conscientious and thor-
ough,” said Principal Laurie Orheim. 
“Even after so many years coordinating 
the volunteers, she continues to do an 
outstanding job. That says a lot about 
her wishes to be part of a team.”

Shindle said she enjoys overseeing 
volunteers because it gives her a chance 
to meet people around the school. 

“It’s also a great reward for the volun-
teers,” she said. “Kids are loving and 
caring, and they look at life so differ-
ently. It can actually make your day.”

Fruitland employee 
wins Award of Merit
continued from page 3

Classifi ed Employees of the Year honored
A junior high school custodian, an 
elementary school offi ce manager, and a 
human resources information specialist 
are this year’s Classifi ed School Employ-
ees of the Year.

Aylen Junior High custodian Gheorghe 
Iasan, Stewart Elementary School offi ce 
manager Elizabeth Pederson, and Human 
Resources information specialist Bon-
nie Wilson received cheers and standing 
ovations from colleagues during surprise 
announcements at their work sites.

The award program recognizes the work 
of classifi ed staff members who con-
sistently demonstrate outstanding work 
performance, professional leadership, and 
collaboration.

Gheorghe Iasan

When students leave school at the end 
of the day, Gheorghe Iasan’s work is just 
beginning.

Iasan is an evening custodian at Aylen 
Junior High, where he has worked since 
2007 — the year before the rebuilt school 
opened.

Before coming to Aylen Junior High, 
Iasan worked as a custodian at Stahl Ju-
nior High and as a substitute custodian at 
seven schools throughout the district.

Iasan said he is committed to keeping 
Aylen Junior High looking as new as it did 
when it opened.

“I understand how much money they 
invested in this new building, and I try to 
keep it clean,” he said.

His duties include emptying the garbage, 
cleaning glass windows on doors, empty-
ing pencil sharpeners, vacuuming carpets, 
mopping and shining fl oors, dusting com-
puters and counters, cleaning bathrooms, 
and more.

Iasan is used to hard work. As one of 13 
children, he grew up helping his parents 
on their farm in a village in the small 
country of Moldova in Eastern Europe.

As a young boy, he cleaned the barn and 

tended to sheep and cows. In his 
teens, he earned money by pick-
ing fruit in a nearby orchard and 
making glass mosaics that were 
installed on building exteriors.

Having little money, Iasan learned 
the value of having a job and do-
ing that job well.

“I understand the value of this big 
building,” he said. “In my village, 
there was no air conditioning in 
schools in the hot summer. We had 
wood stoves to keep classrooms 
warm in winter.”  

Iasan and his wife, Lidia, left the 
Soviet Union and came to the 
United States with their three 
children in 2003. Lidia is also a 
Puyallup School District custo-
dian, working the evening shift at 
Wildwood Elementary.

Iasan praises the Aylen Junior 
High staff for “making my job 
easier.” He affectionately refers to 
them as his “family.”

“Every day I come here and see teachers 
work so hard,” he said. “I thank them so 
much, and I am very glad my job makes 
someone very happy.”

Principal Christine Moloney said she ap-
preciates Iasan’s “attention to detail, his 
professionalism, and his can-do positive 
attitude at all times.”

Teacher Keri Lester added, “Although 
teachers may appreciate having a clean 
workstation, very little thought goes into 
who vacuums the carpets and empties the 
garbage. Not only do I know who maintains 
my classroom, but I absolutely love him! He 
is the model employee because of his work 
ethic and the heart he puts into his job.”

Elizabeth Pederson

Caring, competent, and compassionate. 
These are all words used by colleagues 
to describe Stewart Elementary Offi ce 
Manager Liz Pederson.

Pederson serves on the front line at Stew-

art Elementary, greeting parents, students, 
and community members as they enter the 
school.

She began her role as the Stewart offi ce 
manager in August 2008, left for several 
months that year to help the offi ce team 
at Stahl Junior High, and then returned as 
offi ce manager in October 2009.

Her work includes answering phones, 
managing the principal’s work calendar, 
creating fl iers for schoolwide events, pro-
viding support for staff needs, balancing 
the building budget, and fi lling in for the 
nurse in the health room.

She is trained to do everything from 
bandaging cuts and scrapes to administer-
ing medicine. When a girl broke her arm 
recently, Pederson sat next to her and sang 
songs to help calm her until her mother 
arrived. 

Pederson is also a listening ear for 
parents and students who have fallen on 
diffi cult fi nancial times or are 

continued on page 7

Volunteer of the Year Jim Kerl

Ay l e n  J u n i o r  H i g h  c u s t o d i a n 
Gheorghe Iasan shines the floors at 
Aylen Junior High.
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            Where are they now?
This is the next article in an ongoing series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of 
Connections features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high schools. Stories and photos chronicle students’ 
travels and successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

When AJ Holm responds to an emergency 
call, he often returns to the same Puyal-
lup neighborhoods where he grew up and 
attended school.

The 2006 Emerald Ridge graduate is 
fi nishing his fi rst year as a fi refi ghter and 
emergency medical technician (EMT) 
with Central Pierce Fire & Rescue. 

Landing his dream job was no easy feat. 
Holm was one of 800 applicants for 12 
available jobs.

True to his nature, Holm stayed focused 
and positive — traits his former teachers 
say also helped him to excel in school.

Central Pierce Fire & Rescue Lt. Ron 
Kent said Holm “outperformed and 
outscored” other applicants in a series of 
comprehensive tests.

He completed a written exam, an EMT 
practical skills test, and an oral board 
interview. The 40 applicants with the 
highest scores were then invited to inter-
view with the fi re chief before the fi nal 12, 
including Holm, were chosen.

His challenges weren’t over yet, however, 
as he had to endure a 16-week Fire Acad-
emy — essentially a boot camp for the 
fi re service. After that, he faced one year 
probation, “where his every move was 
scrutinized by his lieutenant and other se-
nior professional fi refi ghters,” Kent said.

Kent added, “He not only passed, he 
excelled. Needless to say, AJ’s education, 
hard work, and dedication to doing the 
right thing throughout his life paid off.”

The 23-year-old has been eyeing the fi re 
service since he was young. His inter-
est came from watching his father, Matt 
Holm, who retired last year as an assistant 
fi re chief at Central Pierce Fire & Rescue 
after 39 years of service.

At age 14, while attending Stahl Junior 

Emerald Ridge graduate lands job as local fi refi ghter

High, Holm signed up to volunteer with 
Good Samaritan Hospital’s Medical 
Explorer program. He provided fi rst aid 
at community events, such as Boy Scout 
camps or local craft fairs, and helped in 
the emergency room.

Two years later, Holm became a volunteer 
cadet fi refi ghter with Central Pierce Fire 
& Rescue.

After graduating from high school, Holm 
enrolled in the fi refi ghter and paramedics 

program at Central Washington Universi-
ty. While living in Ellensburg, he volun-
teered with Kittitas Valley Fire & Rescue.

“I got to live it and really know this is 
absolutely what I want to do,” he said.

Holm landed the job with Central Pierce 
Fire & Rescue a semester before he was 
scheduled to graduate college. He plans to 
eventually fi nish his degree and become a 
certifi ed paramedic.

In the meantime, his full-time job includes 
time spent at the 12 Central Pierce Fire & 
Rescue fi re stations.

“It’s fun when I am assigned to the east 
side of the district where I grew up,” said 
Holm, a former Hunt Elementary student 
who now lives in Graham.

A typical day includes meeting with the 
fi re station crew in the morning, partici-
pating in a training class, cleaning fi re 
engines and other vehicles, doing physical 
fi tness, responding to calls, and maintain-
ing the fi re station.

Holm credits two teachers for being 
particularly infl uential in his life: his high 
school adviser, Sarah Cypher, and his 
second-grade teacher, Kim Vesey.

Cypher was a big support, he said, in mak-

continued on page 8

Emerald Ridge High School graduate AJ Holm (left) helps a colleague 
put out a fi re during a Central Pierce Fire & Rescue training.

experiencing health issues.

“A smile goes a long way,” said Pederson, 
who knows almost every student and par-
ent by name. The mother of fi ve refers to 
all of Stewart’s Stars as “my kids.”

Luke and Stephanie Courtney, whose 
daughter attends Stewart, praised Pederson.

In their nomination letter they wrote in 
part, “In this fast-paced world our kids are 
growing up in, it is nice to know the offi ce 
staff at Stewart puts the kids fi rst and is 
a safe place to land, whether they have 
forgotten lunch money or need a smile to 
get through a rough day.”

Principal Anne Hoban said Pederson 
“consistently goes above and beyond to 

help others, whether it 
is a family in crisis, a 
staff member who is in 
need of assistance, or 
comforting a child in 
our health room.”

In addition to her day-
to-day work, Pederson 
organizes and leads a 
professional learning 
community of area 
offi ce managers who 
meet once a month 
to share ideas and 
improve practices.

Pederson said she 
loves working in an 
elementary school 
environment.

“I may be the fi rst person a parent of a 
new student speaks with, and it allows me 
to set the precedent for their entire school 

experience,” she 
said. “You don’t get 
a second chance to 
make a fi rst impres-
sion, and I want 
them to know there 
is a person who 
cares about each of 
their children.”

Bonnie Wilson

Colleagues describe 
Bonnie Wilson 
as a soft-spoken 
employee who is a 
behind-the-scenes 
dynamo in the 
Human Resources 
department.

Wilson started her 

job four years ago as a Human Resources 
system technician. Two years later, she 
moved into her current job as a Human 
Resources information specialist.

Her duties include compiling and report-
ing teacher and other certifi cated staff 
work experience, education, and continu-
ing education credits.

The amount of state revenue a school 
district receives is based, in part, on this 
work experience and education infor-
mation, which is required by state law. 
Wilson stays current on compliance and 
reporting issues by attending seminars or 
workshops.

She also provides data support for the 
Human Resources department, such as 
inputting new salary schedules and staff 
calendars into the computer database and 
running internal and external reports for 
requests such as the number of employees 
in specifi c classifi cations.

Most recently, Wilson has been instru-

mental in assisting with the conversion 
of the Puyallup School District’s fi scal, 
human resources, and payroll system to the 
new Web-based BusinessPLUS software 
system.

Last summer, Wilson was an integral 
member of a team that tested and resolved 
problems in the new computer software 
system before it launched districtwide.

“I like looking for creative ways to make 
people’s jobs easier,” she said.

In their letter nominating Wilson for the 
award, four of her colleagues in the Hu-
man Resources department wrote, “The 
hours that Bonnie spent in setting up, trou-
bleshooting, testing, and verifying data 
to improve accuracy, reduce costs, and 
provide more access to district employees, 
has been nothing less than amazing.”

Her attention to detail is evident in other 
jobs she has held, including bookkeeper and 
offi ce assistant with Windjammer Cruises in 
Hawaii, administrative clerk for the Attorney 
General’s Offi ce in Alaska, and a teller for 
the Alaska USA Federal Credit Union in 
Anchorage.

The mother of one earned her associate 
of arts degree in accounting from Pierce 
College. She said she is passionate about 
being detail-focused and taking on special 
projects.

That passion is clear, her colleagues said, 
in her work on the new BusinessPLUS 
system.

“Her ability to ask the deep questions to 
enhance the customization of this program 
for the Puyallup School district will have 
long-lasting benefi ts for years to come,” 
her colleagues wrote in the nomination 
letter. “The hard work and long hours she 
has devoted to this project has made it the 
success that it is.”

Classifed Employees 
of the Year
continued from page 6

Human Resources information specialist Bonnie 
Wilson.

Stewart Elementary Office Manager Elizabeth 
Pederson reviews an event flier with student 
Sam Tipton.



 8 Connections April 2011 Celebrating Student Achievement

ing sure that students completed their 
senior culminating project portfolios. 

She remembers Holm as someone 
who “sets high standards for himself 
and works long and hard to meet those 
standards. He is blessed with a sense 
of humor that allows him to approach 
diffi cult situations with a smile on his 
face.”

While considerable time has passed 
since Vesey had Holm in her second-
grade class, she vividly recalls the 
former elementary student.

“I am reminded of him as a leader and 
one who was academically sound, need-
ing extra activities to keep him learning,” 
she said. “He always wanted more, but 
he had the perfect balance of business 
and fun. I remember many moments of 
laughter with him in our room.”

Holm said Vesey’s 
class was a family-
type environment 
where students were 
motivated to do 
their best. He espe-
cially remembers a 
rabbit, Marshmal-
low, that was the 
classroom pet.

When there were 
school fi re drills, Vesey said the class, 
including Holm, would worry about 
each other and Marshmallow. “We took 
the drill seriously, but saved Marshmal-
low each drill, too,” she said.

Holm said he is excited about the start of 
his career. Last month, he returned from 
a 10-day trip to Guatemala, where he 
and colleagues from the region delivered 
donated fi re equipment and medical sup-
plies and helped train local fi refi ghters.

“There’s not a day that I don’t look 
forward to going to work.”

Graduate profi le
continued from page 7

Reading tutoring program debuts at Sunrise Elementary
Research shows that children who read 
at grade level by the end of third grade 
will have greater academic success dur-
ing the rest of their school years and in 
their adult lives.

Knowing this, volunteer reading tutors 
from throughout the community have 
committed to spending 45 minutes once 
a week to help young readers like fi rst 
grader Tyler Stilphen succeed.

When he was tested last fall, the Sunrise 
Elementary student could read 70 of the 
100 most commonly used sight words in 
fi rst grade. 

After spending four months working 
one-on-one with his volunteer tutor, the 
boy is now able to read all 100 words 
with ease, shows up eager each week 
to his tutoring session, and reads books 
more often at home.

“I’m just amazed at the growth he has 
made,” said his tutor, Susan Black.

Stilphen’s mother, Katie, said she is 
thrilled with the results of the tutoring 
program, which is coordinated by Com-
munities In Schools of Puyallup (CISP). 
“He really seems to be catching on and 
is reading quicker than he used to,” she 
said.

During the weekly tutoring sessions, 
Stilphen reads aloud, completes vocabu-
lary worksheets, practices writing skills, 
plays card or board games that focus on 

letters and sounds, and names objects 
in small plastic tubs that correlate with 
consonant blends.

Each of the 10 fi rst graders participating 
in the program is paired with a volunteer 
tutor. Parents, grandparents, business 
people, college students, and other 
community members donate an hour of 
their time each week to help the students 
succeed.

Tutor Janet Blankley is a retired offi ce 
administrator who used to teach high 
school literacy in England and second 
grade in the United States. She learned 

about Good Samaritan Readers during a 
volunteer fair at the Puyallup Activities 
Center.

“I love working with kids, and I’ve 
always enjoyed literacy,” Blankley said. 
“The one-on-one tutoring is invaluable. 
The students are instantly motivated.”

Good Samaritan Readers is targeted 
to help students in grades one through 
three. Hundreds of fi rst, second, and 
third graders have benefi ted from the 
one-on-one reading assistance since 
Good Samaritan Readers program 
launched in 2002 at Stewart Elemen-

tary and expanded in 2008 to Karshner 
Elementary.

Next year, plans are to serve both fi rst 
and second graders identifi ed for help at 
Sunrise Elementary, with third graders 
invited to participate in fall 2012. 

Principal Terrie Garrison said, “Students 
in the program look forward to Fridays. 
They have already built connections 
with their tutors. The tutors are fabu-
lous and are helping us make sure that 
all students are reading at standard. We 
could not achieve this alone.”

Good Samaritan Readers is funded in 
part with a grant from Good Samaritan 
Hospital and managed by CISP. Students 
are tested at the beginning, middle, and 
end of each year to determine their read-
ing levels.

The goal is to expand the program to a 
new school every other year, said Dave 
Robbs, member of the CISP Board of 
Directors.

“As a board member, I want to thank 
our staff, Good Samaritan Hospital, and 
the community for helping to make this 
possible,” Robbs said.

Volunteers are needed for the Good 
Samaritan Reading program at Sun-
rise, Stewart, and Karshner elementary 
schools. If interested in volunteering, 
contact Communities In Schools of Puy-
allup at (253) 435-6689.

Good Samaritan Readers tutor Susan Black helps Sunrise Elementary 
fi rst grader Tyler Stilphen boost his reading skills.

Ferrucci Junior High 
honored for closing 
achievement gap
Minority students at Ferrucci Junior 
High have either outperformed or scored 
the same as their white and Asian peers 
in math and reading over the past two 
years on state learning assessments.

The school’s success in closing the 
achievement gap between minorities and 
non-minorities has earned Ferrucci Junior 
High a 2010 Washington Achievement 
Award.

The annual award program, sponsored by 
the Offi ce of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction and State Board of Education, 
celebrates Washington’s top-performing 
schools.

Ferrucci Junior High is the only junior 
high school in the state to receive an 
award for closing achievement gaps in 
reading and math.

The award compares the performance of 
white and Asian students on standardized 
tests to black, Hispanic, American In-
dian, Alaska Native, 
and Pacifi c Islander 
students.

The state will pres-
ent a Washington 
Achievement Award 
to Ferrucci Junior 
High, as well as to 
185 other schools 
recognized in other 
award categories, 
during a ceremony on April 27 in Ta-
coma.

Elementary, middle/junior high, and 
comprehensive high schools are recog-
nized for achievement in overall excel-
lence, language arts, math, science, 
graduation rate, improvement, and clos-
ing achievement gaps.

Based on their test scores, schools are 
ranked on a scale of 1 to 7, with 1 being 

“struggling” and 7 being “exemplary.”

Minority students at Ferrucci Junior 
High received an overall score of 5, 
considered “very good,” for their read-
ing and math assessments during the 

2008-09 school 
year. White and 
Asian students com-
bined for a score 
of 4.17, consid-
ered “good.” Last 
year, both minority 
students and non-
minority students 
scored an equal 
4.50.

To be eligible for the award, a school’s 
two-year test score average for both 
minority and non-minority students must 
be at least 4.25.

Additionally, at least 20 percent of a 
school’s enrollment must be made up of 
minority students.

In a letter to parents, Ferrucci Junior 
High School Principal Ailene Baxter 
explained the signifi cance of the award.

“This is an extraordinary accomplish-
ment and a direct refl ection of the hard 
work of our students, the dedication of 
our teachers, and the support and guid-
ance of our parents … The selection 
process for the Washington Achieve-
ment Award is very rigorous, and all of 
us take great pride in this accomplish-
ment,” she said. 

This is the second time in the past 
year that one of the Puyallup School 
District’s junior high schools has been 
commended for its efforts to close the 
achievement gap.

Last spring, Ballou Junior High was 
named a “lead school” as part of a state-
wide program to reduce the achievement 
gap.

The School-to-School program focuses 
on closing the gap between white stu-
dents and students from underserved and 
underrepresented populations.

It pairs lead schools that have made sig-
nifi cant progress in closing their achieve-
ment gaps with schools striving to make 
the same kind of progress.

“This is an extraordinary accom-
plishment and a direct refl ection 
of the hard work of our students, 
the dedication of our teachers, and 
the support and guidance of our 
parents.”

Ailene Baxter

Ferrucci Junior High students (from left) Jesus Quintanilla, Hunter 
Brocx, and Ashanti Kindle work on an assignment in their Advancement 
Via Individual Determination (AVID) class.

AJ Holm


